
Fellowship Baptist Church, July 10, 2016 P.M. 
Message: “Three Ways to Look at a Problem”—John 6:5-9 
 
INTRODUCTION: These verses can give us great insight into how to deal with a problem.  The 
problem for the disciples, how to feed 15 to 20 thousand people.  In these verses there are 
three ways to look at the problem.  There is the pessimistic view; the realistic view; the 
optimistic view; and the Divine solution. 
  
I.  Philip looked at the problem with a pessimistic view—v. 7 
 A.  No way to fix the problem. 
  (If they had the money, there was no place to buy what was needed.) 

B.  The pessimistic always looks on the down side. 
C.  The pessimist needs to put God in the picture. 
 1.  God’s answer to Sara when she laughed at the promise of God, 

     “In any too hard for the Lord?”—Gen. 18:14  
  2.  God’s answer to Jerimiah—Jer.32:27-28 
 
II.  Andrew looked at the problem with a realistic view—v. 8-9 
 A.  He examined the resources: 5 barley loaves and 2 fish. 
  1.  He looked at what they had. 
  2.  He looked at the need. 
  3.  His conclusion, “What are they among so many?” 
 B.  The realistic view always relies on human resources. 
  (Man is insufficient to meet his own needs.) 
 C.  The realist must learn to rely on God. 
   
III.  The lad had an optimistic view—v. 9 
 A.  He came prepared—had his lunch. 
 B.  He gave his lunch believing everything would be ok. 
 C.  He was generous—no reference to Andrew taking the lunch by force.  
 
IV.  The solution to the problem—Jesus. 
 A.  God always knows what to do—v. 6 
  1.  God knows our every need—Psalm. 139 
  2.  The discussion on prayer in Matt. 6:7-8. 
 B. The answer is fourfold: 
  1.  Surrender—the lad freely gave his all. 
  2.  Obedience—the disciples obeyed, the crowd obeyed.  
  3.  Prayer—The Lord blessed the bread. 
  4.  Trust—they trusted God. 
    
CONCLUSION:  God always has the answer.  We need to learn to trust God when we face 
insurmountable problems.  Trust God’s word and commit your way unto Him.  
 


